
UTAS	PUBLIC	INTEREST	INTERNATIONAL	LAW	INITATIVE
Participation	in	UN	Climate	Change	Negotiations

Bonn,	Germany



• PIILI	background,	objectives	and	achievements	in	2016

• Participation	in	2017	UN	Climate	Conference	in	Bonn

• Public	participation	and	conflicts	of	interest
• Tracking	negotiations
• Supporting	international	initiatives	
• Assisting	developing	countries

OVERVIEW



BACKGROUND

• Paris	Climate	Conference	2015

• Inter-sessional	meetings	– Bonn	2016

• Marrakech	Climate	Conference	2016



OBJECTIVES

• Advance	the	practice	of	international	law	in	the	public	interest
• Provide	students	with	opportunities	in	international	law	and	policy
• Support	poor	and	vulnerable	countries	and	groups	with	pro-bono	advice
• Further	strengthen	the	UTAS	Law	School's	international	profile	and	appeal



MEDIA	COVERAGE	OF	INITIATIVE	IN	2016MEDIA	COVERAGE	OF	INITIATIVE	IN	2016



Generously	supported	by	a	scholarship	of	$3000	provided	by	the	Faculty	of	Law,	
Law	School	Alumni,	and	an	NGO	staffed	by	UTAS	alumni	supporting	the	initiative

UN	CLIMATE	CHANGE	CONFERENCE,	BONN	2017UN	CLIMATE	CHANGE	CONFERENCE,	BONN	2017



PUBLIC	PARTICIPATION	&	CONFLICTS	OF	INTEREST

• PIILI	students	summarised submissions	

• PIILI	students	reviewed	national	and	international	law	precedents	
• Attendance	at	UN	workshop	and	negotiations	







https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/16/climate/corporations-global-climate-talks-bonn-germany.html?smid=tw-share

MEDIA	COVERAGE	- NEW	YORK	TIMES



CLOSING	PLENARY	PRESENTATION

• Invited	to	deliver	an	intervention	at	the	SBI	Closing	Plenary	on	behalf	
of	Environmental	NGO	Constituency



ASSISTING	THE	AFRICAN	ADAPTATION	INITIATIVE	



SUPPORTING	LDC	GROUP



BACKSTOPPING	AFRICAN	NEGOTIATORS



TRACKING	THE	GLOBAL	STOCKTAKE	NEGOTIATIONS

• Paris	Agreement’s	review	mechanism:	the	“Global	Stocktake”

• Provided	support	to	reporting	by	the	Third	World	Network



ANALYSIS	FOR	LDCS	ON	TRANSPARENCY	NEGOTIATIONS



RESEARCH	TO	SUPPORT	LDC	CLEAN	ENERGY	INITIATIVE



REVIEW	OF	LDC	CONTRIBUTIONS	ON	RENEWABLES



EXPLORING	BONN



• 5	students	have	travelled	internationally;	11	involved	in	PIILI	program
• UTAS	law	students	have	attended	4	UN	climate	change	meetings

• Research	and	analysis	undertaken	has	covered:
• Mandates	under	the	Paris	Agreement

• Climate	finance

• Conflicts	of	interest	policies

• Negotiations	of	the	‘rule	book’	to	implement	the	Paris	Agreement

• Clean	energy	and	climate	change	adaptation	initiatives

• Assisted	negotiating	groups	representing	over	68	countries
• Building	connections	between	UTAS	and	overseas	universities,	and	
strengthening	the	Law	School’s	international	profile

• Planning	work	on	International	Criminal	Law,	semester	2	2017

• Exploring	opportunities	in	trade	law	and	fisheries

SUMMARY



2016/2017	PIILI	participants:	

• Aelish White

• Alice	van	Galen
• Ashleigh	McCoach

• Brook	Dambacher

• Camilla	More

• Frances	Medlock

• Gabby	McDonald

• Heidi	White

• Isabelle	Patch
• Kate	Raffety
• Lauren	Hargrave

THANK	YOU


